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That in the world was so much sin
And people reveling therein,
That had not this occurred, unto
Him would have come but very few.
It was at la Marescallie,17
Which lies alongside Tabarie,
That King Guy battled with his men
And slew full many a Saracen,
But our men, suffering many a wound,
Lay dead and headless on the ground.                                 2,570
There was no hope of rescuing,
For the foe rushed upon the king,
And wounded him, and overbore
Him to the earth, and beat him sore.
Within his arms the Holy Cross
He held clutched tight, for insult gross
They might have done It, had he not:1S
But God, it seems, had given it thought.
HE  OVERRUNS  THE  LAND
When came the finish of the fray
Which God decreed should end this way$                           2,580
And both the king and cross were ta'en,
And almost all the army slain
(Wherefore so many took the road,
Leaving their goods and livelihood).
Then Saladin, just as it pleased
Him, had the whole land seized,
Save Tyre and Ascalon (God thus
Gives His land, then takes it from us)
And save Jerusalem, but he
17 The Itlnerarium (p. 14) and the Libellus (p. 223) agree that the battle was
fought at Marescallia (modern Lubya). However, most accounts refer to the fight as
occurring at the Horns of Hattin just north of Lubya. See map and discussion in Bald-
win, pp. 106 ff.
18 Not King Guy, but the bishop of Acre bore the Cross into battle. When he was
killed, the Cross was carried by the bishop of St. George of Lydda. (Schlumberger,
Renaud de Chatillon^ pp. 285-86, 292.)